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U3A TAWA Programme 

January to December 2026 
 

Welcome to U3A Tawa for another year of relaxed, enjoyable learning and 
recreational experiences with interesting people. 

​
 

�​ This booklet contains information on the activities being offered this 

year. These may be full year, half year or held on specific dates. 

�​ It is important that you retain this booklet for the full year. 

�​ Full information on Semester 2 activities will be added in the “June 

Supplement”. The supplement will fit inside this booklet. 

�​ If you wish to learn a little more about the activities listed come along 

to the AGM at the Tawa Bowling Club on Tuesday 20th January 2026. 

Or you could contact the leader or coordinator of the activity(s) you 

are interested in. 

�​ You can make your course selections on the website which has 

up-to-date information – www.u3atawa.org.nz 

�​ If you cannot enrol online, please complete the Course Selection Form 

in the centre of this booklet and post it in the U3A White Box in the 

Library on or before Thursday 22nd January 2026.  

​
​
 

�​ You must enrol each year for the courses you wish to attend, as we 

need to ensure that venues are a suitable size for each group. 
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�​ If you enrol after 22nd January 2026 you must also contact the 

Coordinator of each course directly. 
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U3A TAWA PROGRAMME A – Z                
January to December 2026 

 

For more information on courses and activities please visit 
www.u3atawa.org.nz or contact the Co-ordinator 

 
ART GROUP (ART) ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR      
Calling all people who are interested in art, please come to share your skills and 
interests with the art group. You will be very welcome as we are a very sociable 
group. We want to encourage everyone with or without an ability to sketch or 
paint to come along to give art a go. We have a wide range of equipment 
available. You may prefer to work on your own project which would be inspiring 
to the group. 
Leader: Margaret Herbert, herbertmi@xtra.co.nz (232 6828 / 027 232 6828)​
Co-ordinator: Maggie Showell, showell.maggie@hotmail.com  (04 210 1011) 
Every Thursday 10.00am till noon, begins 15th January  ​
Venue: Tawa Community Centre            NOT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
_________________________________________________________________ 

BOOKS1 (BK1) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Members talk about the books they have been reading.  No set book.  Books are 
frequently shared. The discussion about a book often triggers wider discussion 
on topical issues. 
Leader: Faith Delaney (232 6730)​
2nd Monday of the month at 10am, begins February 9th​
Venue: Member's home 
_________________________________________________________________ 

BOOKS2 (BK2) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Members talk about the books they have been reading. No set book. The 
discussion about a book often triggers wider discussion on topical issues. 
Leader: Sally Horan, horanps@xtra.co.nz (027 439 2731)​
4th Monday of the month at 10am, begins 26 January​
Venue: Member's homes 
_________________________________________________________________ 

BOTANY (BOT) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
The aim is to enable group members to study and learn about the many types of 
New Zealand and exotic flora, especially trees. The Botany group encompasses 
people with a wide variety of botanical skills and a wish to identify new 
specimens while exploring rich native ecosystems including native bush, swamp 

5 
 

http://www.u3atawa.org.nz
mailto:showell.maggie@hotmail.com


areas and coastal zones like estuaries. The Wellington area provides excellent 
opportunities for botany study both in the field and in imaginative indoor study 
facilities such as Te Papa. Every effort is made to balance out the more 
demanding outdoor venues with easier to visit ones. 
Leader: Richard Herbert herbert.r@xtra.co.nz (027 445 5942)​
Co-ordinator: Helen Roper, gandhroper@gmail.com (027 696 3150)​
2nd Monday of the month at 9:30am, begins February 9th​
Venue: Meet at Davies Street/Luckie Street car-park, Tawa    
_________________________________________________________________ 

CHOIR (CHR) (U3A SINGERS) ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR  

Over 25 voices sing a wide variety of music. Some popular songs arranged for 
mixed choir, some serious choral works like opera choruses or oratorios, some 
folk songs, songs from musicals and films and some popular songs. Some are 
challenging, others are really simple. There's always going to be a good selection 
that you will enjoy. 
Leader: Kassandra Wang, kassandrawmusic@gmail.com (021 087 23541)​
Co-ordinator: Gail Milner, milner_family@xtra.co.nz (027 417 4422)​
Every Monday at 1:30pm, begins 2nd February ​
Venue: Tawa Union Church 
________________________________________________________________ 

COMPUTER CHATTER (CMP) ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 

If you are interested in computer technology and related topics, you are 
welcome to join this discussion group. You don’t need to be a technology expert 
to join! It is an opportunity for you to learn from others in the group. There is a 
discussion subject for each meeting. At the start of the meeting a presentation 
takes place followed by a group discussion on the subject matter. There is 
usually time to discuss other matters and help each other with problems we 
may be having with our computing devices. 
Leader:  Ray Walker, ray.walker@hotmail.co.nz. (027 622 8066)​
4th Thursday of the month at 10am, begins February 26th​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Lounge Luke Chapel 
_________________________________________________________________ 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD SOLVING (CRS) ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Have more fun and exercise your brain with cryptic clues! Easy to learn how to 
work them out as they follow patterns. Bring a pen! Experienced puzzlers 
welcome! 
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Co-ordinator: John Bolland, bollywelly@gmail.com (232 6126 / 021 264 0941)​
2nd Wednesday of the month at 2.00pm, begins 11th February ​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Luke Chapel 

CURRENT AFFAIRS (CAF) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
This group examines and reflects on political events and social trends in NZ and 
around the world. Topics are chosen by the group and the leader then promotes 
discussion on each of those topics. Everyone who wishes to speak is always 
accorded the opportunity. Coffee and tea are served before  the session. 
Leader: Various​
Co-ordinator: Helen Roper, gandhroper@gmail.com (027 696 3150)​
1st Wednesday of the month at 10am, begins February 5th​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Hall 
_________________________________________________________________ 

DISCUSSION GROUP (DIS) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
A small group, meeting to have a discussion on proposed topics of community 
interest after enjoying a simple morning tea. 
Leader: Digby Gudsell, gudsells@usnet.co.nz (232 6110)​
Co-ordinator: Lola Gudsell, gudsellco@gmail.com (232 6110)​
2nd Wednesday of the month at 10am, begins February 11th​
Venue: Member's home 
_________________________________________________________________ 

ENVIRONMENTAL DISCUSSION GROUP (EDG) ​ ​ TWO SESSIONS 
This group meets once per semester to discuss matters relating to the 
environment.  The focus will be on the major environmental challenges that we 
face today and what we can do to mitigate them.   
Leader: Ray Walker ray.walker@hotmail.co.nz. (027 622 8066)​
Wednesdays, April 15th and September 16th at 10 am 
Venue: Tawa Union Church Luke Chapel  
_________________________________________________________________ 

FILMS ON DVD (FSD) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
We have access to a massive library of ordinary and Blu-ray disks covering all 
types and schools of cinematic art.  We screen current Oscar winners and film 
classics going back to the 1930s.  When screen legends die (e.g. Robert Reford 
and Diane Keaton) we honour them with a showing of their best work.  We 
often feature multiple movies by top actors and directors.  There is extensive 
discussion of film styles and techniques.  Upper limit of 7 people. 
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Leader: Dave Smith dogsnake33@gmail.com (232 5084 / 021 991 404 )​
Tuesdays fortnightly @ 2pm, begins 3rd February.​
Venue: Member's home 

 

 

FLAX WEAVING (FLW)  ​ ​ ​ ​ FOUR CONSECUTIVE WEEKS 
A beginner and intermediate class teaching techniques of Raranga (flax 
weaving). For those who attended last year Clare will give you extension projects 
or you can practise the same projects with other beginners. 
Leader: Clare Smith, keleasmith@icloud.com​
Co-ordinator: Judith Havill, judith.havill@gmail.com (027 319 8235)​
Tuesdays, time and date of start to be advised.​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Hall 
_________________________________________________________________ 

HEALTH ISSUES (HLT) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ TWO SESSIONS 
Topical health issues, followed by your questions. Two talks per semester 
Co-ordinator: Gillian George 021 231 4240 and Sally Horan 232 6006 or 027 439 
2731 (gillian.george3a@gmail.com or horanps@xtra.co.nz)​
Date in March to be advised;  at 10.30 am​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Lounge 
_________________________________________________________________ 

HOW THE EU WORKS, AND SOMETIMES DOESN’T (EUW) SEM. TWO 
After WW2 Europe was in ruins with the Cold War looming.  Out of the ashes 
came, first, the EEC and latterly the EU.  It is now a gargantuan structure (that 
some typecast as the United States of Europe), one that is now headed into the 
choppy waters of Brexit, stagflation and worrying threats from China and the 
Trump presidency.   
We sometimes forget it is now well over 60 years old.  It is showing signs of wear 
and wrong moves.  It melds together the external economies of 27 countries, 
opening them up to frictionless trade along with encouraging a visionary human 
rights record.  It promotes regional development and uses, largely, a single 
currency.  It has a Commission and a Parliament.  It has been wasteful, 
bureaucratic and monolithic.  We will look at how it is meant to run and how it 
actually does run in increasingly demanding times.      
Leader: Dave Smith dogsnake33@gmail.com (232 5084 / 021 991 404 )​
Thursday 10th, 17th, 24th September at 2 pm in September. 
Venue:  Tawa Union Church Lounge   
_________________________________________________________________ 
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IT’S ELECTION YEAR (IEY)  ​ ​ ​ RUNS FEBRUARY TO AUGUST 
This would be a series of speakers held monthly from February to August.  The 
speakers would be experts in their area, and definitely not politicians.  The 
topics would be something like: 
​ Energy:  Wow do we get enough at a reasonable price?? 
​ Health: What are the priorities towards the goal of good healthcare for all? 
​ Housing:   
​ Jobs and Wages:   
  ​ How do we adapt to climate change and limit its effects? 
​ What are our responsibilities to our neighbours in the Pacific? 

Education:  What do we need to do to ensure all students reach their 
goals? 

There would be a 35 minute speech and then 25 minutes of questions / 
statements.  I have some speakers in mind, but I would welcome any 
suggestions.  At a preliminary meeting in early February, those who wanted 
could meet and suggest some topics to be changed.  I just see that I have not got 
anything about Te Tiriti or taxation!  And we could also have a panel rather than 
one speaker to ensure different perspectives. 
Co-ordinator:  Marian Hobbs, marian.hobbs@gmail.com (021 025 62399)​
3rd Wednesday of the month at 1.30-2:30 pm, begins 18th February  
Venue:  Tawa Union Church Lounge                 
_________________________________________________________________ 

KNITTING TOGETHER (KNT) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
A friendly group who get together each month to knit, share knitting skills and 
patterns, and have a good chat! 
Co-ordinator: Gillian George, gillian.george3a@gmail.com (021 231 4240)​
1st Tuesday of the month at 2.00-3:30 pm, begins February 3rd ​
Venue: Members' homes 
_________________________________________________________________ 

LITERATURE (LIT) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ SEMESTER TWO 
New Zealand writers between the wars. 
Leader: Mary-Lynn Boyes (232 2815 / 022 465 6433)​
Co-ordinator: Valerie Saxton, valerie.m.saxton@gmail.com (021 166 3373)​
One session Wednesday 14th October at 1.30 pm​
Venue:  Tawa Library          NOT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
_________________________________________________________________ 

MOVIE GROUP (MOV) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
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Come along and see some good films and enjoy a free cuppa courtesy of the 
cinema. Suggestions of upcoming films you would like to see are welcomed. We 
rideshare to the venue if you wish to do so. 
Co-ordinator: Pat Hammond, exlibrarypat52@gmail.com (027 335 0038)​
3rd Wednesday of the month at 10:30 am, begins 18th February ​
Venue:  Lighthouse Cinema, Pauatahanui 
_________________________________________________________________ 

MUSIC APPRECIATION GROUP (MAG) ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Each meeting a member will present music on a topic chosen by them.  
Presentation is voluntary - and it is not necessary to know lots about music, but 
to enjoy it and present it.  We’ll have a very brief history of music at the first 
session, then listen to one of Bruch’s pieces. 
Co-ordinator:  Barbara Woods, pandbwoods@outlook.com 04 971 5464 
Third Wednesday of month at 11.30 am, begins 18th February 
Venue:  Tawa Union Church Luke Chapel 
_________________________________________________________________ 

MUSIC PERFORMANCE GROUP (MPG) ​​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Members perform short items to each other.  You don't have to be a virtuoso – 
just interested in giving yourself a reason to practice something ready to 
perform for others to enjoy.  There is a wide range of abilities and everyone is 
very supportive of the other performers. Room for more if you'd like to join us. 
Co-ordinator: Jay Smith, 23verdant@gmail.com (027 461 2866, prefer texts))​
1st Thursday of the month at 2.00pm, begins 5th February 
Venue: Tawa Union Church Hall 
_________________________________________________________________ 

NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY (NBL) ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Group members choose books from the Wellington City Council library 
collection, with a focus on books published in the last two years. Members orally 
review books at the monthly meeting, passing on recommended books 
(provided they are not on reserve on the library system). Members find others’ 
recommendations often broaden their reading interests, genres and authors. 
Co-ordinator: Rosemary Nourse, rosemary.nourse@gmail.com (027 337 8922)​
2nd Thursday of the month at 10am, begins 12th February                      
Venue: Tawa Library      NOT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS​
_________________________________________________________________ 

OUTINGS WITH PORIRUA U3A (OWP) ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Porirua U3A often organise one-off day trips to events and various places of 
interest, and Tawa U3A members are always welcome to join them. If you would 
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like to be added to Bill’s contact list please enrol in the usual way so that we can 
then pass on your contact details to Bill. 

Leader: Bill Gebbie, billnmary@xtra.co.nz (027 677 0180) 
When and where:  As advised 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
PETANQUE (PET) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
We play on the petanque court at Aotea Park next to Aotea Lagoon, which is a 
lovely location. There are weather related notifications each week from our 
coordinator. Tea, coffee, biscuits and playing equipment are provided. 
Co-ordinator: Jane de Waal, janevharvest@xtra.co.nz (027 364 1272)​
Every Friday, 10am - 12pm, begins January 9th 
Venue: Aotea Lagoon 
_________________________________________________________________ 

PIANO RECITAL (PNO)  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ONE EACH SEMESTER 
Jancis and Chris will present another recital of piano music.  Solos, duets and 
works for two pianos.  Refreshments will be served at the conclusion of the 
recital. 
Co-ordinator: Jancis Potter, jancispotter@gmail.com (232 3915 or 027 635 
4733)​
Tuesday March 17th @ 10am and Tuesday 15th September @ 10am 
Venue: Member's home 
_________________________________________________________________ 

PLAY-READING (PLR) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Come and read a part in a variety of plays – we share the roles throughout the 
plays, so we all have a turn reading! Maximum of seven people. 
Co-ordinator: Susan Bultitude, susanjbultitude@gmail.com​
4th Wednesday of the month at 11.00am, begins 25th February​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Luke Chapel        
_________________________________________________________________ 

QUIZ (QUZ)  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     TWO SESSIONS EACH SEMESTER  
Come along and pit your wits against other quiz addicts. Teams of 4 to 6, but if 
you don’t have a team just come along and join in with an existing team. 
Co-ordinator: Pat Hammond, exlibrarypat52@gmail.com (027 335 0038)​
Dates to be advised.​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Hall 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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RAMBLERS (RBS) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
If you wish to join a friendly walking group, this is it. We enjoy urban and bush 
walks all over Wellington, Hutt and Kapiti. We carpool (donation to the driver) or 
use our Gold Cards. Wear suitable clothing, shoes and a hat. Bring lunch and 
water. 
Co-ordinator:  Barbara Russell 04 232 5831 ​
Every Thursday at 10am, begins January 29th​
Venue: Meet at Davies Street/Luckie Street car-park 
_________________________________________________________________ 

READING SHAKESPEARE (SHA)  ​ ​ ​ ONE IN EACH SEMESTER 
We read aloud, discuss and screen works of the Bard; with the accent on 
rediscovering lesser-known and performed dramatic pieces.  "The Winter's Tale" 
and “Troilus and Cressida” will be read in 2026, with four sessions for each play. 
The first session will be at Dave’s home to watch the video of the play, and 
successive sessions will be at Tawa Union Church.  
Leader: Dave Smith dogsnake33@gmail.com (232 5084/021 991 404)​
Thursdays 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th March, and Thursdays 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th November 
at 2pm​
Venue: Member’s home and Tawa Union Church Lounge 
_________________________________________________________________ 

REDUCE YOUR ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION AND PAY LESS FOR IT 
(RYE) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ONE SESSION 
This will be a one-off 2-hour class which is designed to help you use less 
electricity in your home and as a consequence pay less for energy.  You will learn 
many tips and tricks for reducing your power consumption, including some that 
are not published on the Internet.  The amount I pay for electricity has gone up 
very little in the last 10 years!  Sign up for this seminar and find out why this is. 
Leader: Ray Walker ray.walker@hotmail.co.nz. (027 622 8066)​
Wednesday 8th April at 1.30 pm 
Venue: Tawa Union Church Lounge 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & US (SCI) ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
This course will help you understand more about the science and technology 
affecting our lives.  Each monthly session will address the science or technology 
behind a specific topic, through a presentation with plenty of time for questions 
and discussion. 
Topics addressed in 2025 included: Gene Technology for Pest Management – 
Potential & Pitfalls; Satellites; Dealing with Waste; Weather Forecasting and the 
AI Revolution; The Chatham Islands and their Special Place in Eastern Zealandia; 
Wisdom and Understanding, the Perks of Getting Older; Flood Protection and 
River Management in the Porirua Catchment; Aging and the Immune System; 
History and Engineering of the Tawa Railway Tunnels. 
Co-ordinators:  David Wratt, wrattds@gmail.com and Peter 
Woods, pandbwoods@outlook.com (David 04 232 9950;  Peter 029 462 2408)​
4th Wednesday of the month at 10.00am, begins March 25th​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Hall 
_________________________________________________________________ 

SCRABBLE (JOINTLY WITH MANA U3A) ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
We have been invited to join Mana U3A members in their Scrabble games. It’s 
good for keeping the brain active! Contact John for more details and to enrol. 
Fridays, fortnightly at 10am. 
Co-ordinator: John Bolland, bollywelly@gmail.com (232 6126 / 021 264 0941)​
Fortnightly on Friday mornings at 10.00am, begins January 16th ​
Venue: Tawa Community Centre         NOT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS​
_________________________________________________________________ 

SCRAP-BOOKING / CARDS (SCB) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Join our friendly group to learn techniques to display your photos in an 
interesting and lasting way. 
Co-ordinator: Barbara Russell, barb.david@xtra.co.nz & Shirley Taylor (Barbara 
232 5831 / 021 049 3599 & Shirley 027 611 9373)​
Every Friday, 10.00am to noon, begins February 6th ​
Venue: Tawa Community Centre       NOT PUBLIC OR SCHOOL HOLIDAYS                 
_________________________________________________________________ 

SO YOU WANT TO WRITE THE 2027 BUDGET (WTB)  FORTNIGHTLY IN 
APRIL-JUNE 
In which we become Ministers and  write a budget, ensuring that we get what 
we need!  This is a role-playing exercise!  In this we would bring in an economist 
or two who has been involved in this exercise. 
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Session One:  The economist would explain and answer questions about how 
budgets have been built, like factoring in the money that has already been 
committed, as in big projects like the ferries!!!!  2025 Budget documents would 
be provided. 
Session Two:  Depending on our numbers we would divide into spending 
ministries like Health, Police, Education, Conservation, etc., and working from 
the 2025 budget, work out what we wanted to include for 2027, plus new 
projects.  We would try to have small groups of two or three U3A-ers, using 
some of the retired public servants amongst us plus others, to help in each small 
group.  We might not have enough participants to cover all ministries. 
Session Three:  We would meet in groups of like-minded departments, such as 
all those with natural resources:  conservation, environment, biosecurity, 
agriculture, fisheries, and forestry,  and review each of our budgets, and which 
“new “ projects won support.   And you might have police, courts, prisons ...... 
Session Four:  Another exercise in supporting or cutting, although this time each 
small group presents their budget to the whole group.  And we settle on what 
we can, or should, support. 
Session Five:  So how do we pay for this?  Taxes?  Dividends?  Specialist charges?  
We would bring in a tax expert or two to explain the different ways of a 
government raising money and we would divide into groups, depending on size. 
Either in Session Five or a final session we would review the pros and cons of 
our decisions and whether there was a better way of building a budget. 
The sessions would last 75 minutes at most. We would have them once a 
fortnight, say in April/May.  
This should be a fun exercise, as well as a sobering one. But the emphasis will be 
on fun and we will get some “experts” to help us. The shape of  the different 
exercises will depend on the numbers who want to try this out: it is an 
experiment!!!! 
Co-ordinator:  Marian Hobbs, marian.hobbs@gmail.com (021 025 62399)​
Five sessions fortnightly, begins on Tuesday 7th April at 1.30-2:45 pm.   
Venue:  Tawa Union Church Lounge 
_________________________________________________________________ 

SPIRITUAL DISCUSSIONS (SPD) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Open to discussions on Christian views on many issues and your questions. 
Variety of Biblical topics. Encouragement and exploration. The importance of a 
spiritual perspective. 
Leader: Digby Gudsell, gudsells@usnet.co.nz (232 6110)​
Date and time:  TBA                   Venue: Member's home 
_________________________________________________________________ 

14 
 

mailto:marian.hobbs@gmail.com


TABLE TENNIS (TTN) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Friendly group running during school terms. No experience necessary - 
beginners are welcome: you will be given instruction to help you learn to play. 
Leader: John Bolland, bollywelly@gmail.com or Tim Davin, 
davinfamily49@gmail.com (JB 232 6126/021 264 0941; or TD 027 204 9536)​
Every Thursday at 9:30am, begins Jan 15th​
Venue: Tawa Community Centre Hall      NOT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
_________________________________________________________________ 

TAI CHI (TCM) JOINTLY WITH MANA U3A                    RUNS ALL YEAR 
Mercedes teaches contemporary forms using the Yang style. All exercise 
movements done in a session have health benefits. Repetitions are normal in Tai 
Chi to improve movement. These are relaxed, controlled movements which help 
improve fitness and flexibility and reduce the risk of joint injury. 
The attendance fee is $2, and a weekly koha toward the teacher’s travel 
expenses is suggested. 
Leader: Mercedes Godinez​
Co-ordinator: Jeanette Satterthwaite, jsatterthwaite26@gmail.com and 
Michael Lynch, m.lynch@xtra.co.nz (Jeanette 027 348 7475 and Michael - 022 
606 8066)​
Every Friday, 10 - 11am, begins February 13th​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Hall 
_________________________________________________________________ 

TAWA HIKERS (THS) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
This friendly group who enjoy bush walking is suitable for people whose fitness 
level is moderate to fit. We have weekly walks in the Wellington region ranging 
from 9-14kms. You will need to bring your lunch for all our walks. We carpool 
with a koha for the driver. Wear suitable clothes for hiking, hiking shoes or 
boots, walking poles if required and a jacket for all walks. 
Co-ordinator: Allan Johnson, nzsharall@gmail.com (021 138 1233)​
Every Thursday at 9.00am for a 9.15am departure, begins 8th January​
Venue: Tawa Rugby Club, Lyndhurst Road 
_________________________________________________________________ 

TAWA HISTORY (TWH) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ONE SESSION 
Topics TBA 
Leader:  TBA​
Co-ordinator:  TBA 
Date and Time:  TBA​
Venue:  TBA 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAWA-LINDEN WALKERS (TLW) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
We are a friendly walking group who enjoy urban and bush walking. You will 
receive our programme of weekly walks in the Wellington region when you join 
the group. We meet on a Tuesday at Tawa Junction, Wellington Beds end of the 
car park, 9.00am for a 9.15am departure. We carpool, and a koha to the driver is 
indicated in the programme. You need to bring a drink (preferably water) and 
something to eat for morning tea and lunch on the lunch days which are 
indicated in the programme. Wear suitable clothing e.g. walking shoes or hiking 
boots, walking poles if required and a jacket for all walks. 
Co-ordinator: Allan Johnson, nzsharall@gmail.com (021 138 1233)​
Every Tuesday at 9:00 am, begins January 6th​
Venue: Meet at Tawa Junction, Wellington Beds end of car park 
_________________________________________________________________ 

THEATRE VISITS (THV) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Our local theatres offer a brilliant range of productions.  Your suggestions from 
Circa, Mana Little Theatre, Khandallah Arts Theatre and Gryphon are always 
welcome. 
Co-ordinator:   TBA 
Monthly, TBA​
Venue:  Various 
_________________________________________________________________ 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (TFR) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ FIRST SEMESTER 
There have been many revolutions in history.  The Glorious Revolution, the 
American revolution and the Russian insurrection of 1917 are 
especially memorable but the French Revolution has it all.  
It was an unheralded "big bang" in history that was outrageously messy and 
violent, while encapsulating some solid philosophical concepts 
briefly summarised in the eternal promise of "liberty, equality and fraternity".  

16 
 



It is always talked of alongside human rights.  Like the universal big bang in 
space, its effects continue to be felt.  It did not preclude further royal houses in 
France nor the imperial dictatorship of Napoleon Bonaparte.  However, it is 
endlessly fascinating, relevant and a joy to study.  
Leader: Dave Smith dogsnake33@gmail.com (232 5084 / 021 991 404 )​
Thursday 14th, 21st, 28th May at 2 pm. 
Venue:  Tawa Union Church Lounge  
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
TRAVEL ADVENTURES (TRA) ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ RUNS ALL YEAR 
Each month a member shares a ’slide show’ of their holiday.  
Co-ordinator: Carole Naylor, carole46naylor@gmail.com & Geoff     
Marshall gmarsh360@gmail.com (Carole 021 0861 6626 )​
2nd Friday of the month at 10am, begins February 13th​
Venue: Tawa Union Church Lounge 
_________________________________________________________________ 

UKULELE STRUM (UKU) RUNS ALL YEAR 
More songs with another chord to add to your repertoire. This is an immensely 
popular group who find it a most enjoyable way to make music together without 
needing a great deal of study. 
Co-ordinator: Malcolm Haddon, mdhaddon@gmail.com (021 114 8852)​
Fortnightly on Friday, 1.00 to 2.30pm, begins 13th February​
Venue: Tawa Community Centre       NOT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 

VENUES THAT WE USE 
Davies Street/Luckie Street Car Park 

Members’ Homes 
Revolve Fitness, Tawa Mall 

Tawa Anglican Church (St. Christopher’s) 
Tawa Bowling Club (Davies Street) 

Tawa Community Centre (Cambridge Street) 
Tawa Library, Main Road 

Tawa Union Church (Elena Place) 

 
The details shown in this booklet are subject to change. 

Please note that the most up-to-date information can be found on the Tawa U3A website: 

www.u3atawa.org.nz 
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Remember - We have a reciprocal agreement with Porirua U3A (only 
Porirua, not Wellington).  Their members can join our courses, and we can 
join theirs.  Have a look on their website to see if any of their courses 
appeal to you:   ​ ​ u3amana.org.nz 
 
 
Do you have any ideas for new courses?  If so, let the Course Coordinator 
know:    Barbara Woods pandbwoods@outlook.com 04 971 5464 
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